
Exploring 
South Indian music Ragas

Athana 



Arohana (Ascent) 
S R2 M1 P N1 S 
Avarohana (Descent) 
S N1 P M1 G2 M1 R2 S 
Or S N2 S D2 P M G2 M1 R2 S 

anya swaram : sadharana gandharam, kaisika nishadam (N1) however both Nishadas are present and 
kaisika nishadam also sung equally! Uttaranga pradhaana raga. 

Chatusruti Rishabha 

Antara gandhara 

Panchamam 

Chatusruti daivatam, both kaisika and kakali nishadas 

 Athana



Athana features

Athana is often considered a derivative raga 
of Dheera Sankarabharanam. However, some 
Vidwans suggest that it could potentially 
have roots in Gauri Manohari or 
Kharaharapriya janya ragas as well. A 
thorough discussion among Vidwans is 
needed to determine its true origin. 

Athana is characterized as a Rakti ragam 
and is known for its dominant Veera rasa 
(heroic sentiment). It is often chosen as a 
starting point for beginners in concerts due 
to its relatively small scope for elaborate 
ragam and neraval (improvisation). Instead, 
it is well-suited for the rendition of slokas 
and purana pathanam, making it an excellent 
choice for such renditions in concerts.It can 
lift the dull mood of the audience. 



Jeeva swaras: Sa Da Ni 

Graham swaras - Sa, Pa 

Nyasa swaras - Sa, Pa 

Vaadi - Ni1, Ni2 

Samvadi - Sa- Pa, Ri- Da, Pa-Sa,Ma-Sa 

Apuroopa prayoga: S G M R S 

Kaisika nishadam and Kakali nidhadam 50:50 (equal usage)



Caption



Composer

The song was composed by Jayachamaraja Wodeyar ( 1919-1974 ) who was the last ruler of Mysore State. 
Jayachamaraja learnt Karnatic music and composed about 90 kruthis in Sanskrit. He invented Ragas 
such as Durvanki and Pratapa Varali. Mudra is Sree Vidya.



Compositions
Kadiri nrusimhudu, kulukaka naduvaro- Annamacharya 

Bala kanaka maya chela - Tyagaraja swamy composition

Sri maha ganapathim bhaje - Jaya chamaraja vodayar 

Sakalagraha bala - Purandaradasar 



Recap 

Does the raga Athana belong to the 
category of sampoorna ragas? 
No, because it does not have all seven 
notes 

Does the raga Athana include any 
additional (Anya) notes (swaram)? 

Yes, sadharana gandharam, kaisika 
nishadam 

Is this Bhashanga raga? 
Yes 


